CLEARWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Winter 2016-17

CLEARWOODS OFFICIAL WEBSITE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING:
Events & Other Notifications, Newsletters, Forms, Governing Documents, Board & Committee Minutes, Financial
Reports, Events, Frequently asked questions

Sign Up for community e-mail communications
GO TO www.clearwood-yelm.com

CLEARWOOD OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday - 9:00am to 7:00pm / Friday – Sunday - Office Closed

CLEARWOOD AUTOMATED EMERGENCY PHONE MESSAGING SYSTEM
Please remember to keep your (and your renters) phone numbers up to date with the office. If there is an emergency we
will be notifying you by phone

Contact the office at 360 894-2941 if your info needs to be updated

BIG THANK YOU
The Communications Team would like to thank the office staff (Elaine Sparkman, Rebecca Kyser and Christa Kendall) for
taking the extra time to include the Newsletter with their mailings of the Water and Dues Bill. We would also like to thank
Committee Chairs, Maintenance Manager Albert Darrow, Patti Frost and Linda Azzarella for their excellent content
contributed to make this newsletter a success.

WELL #5 UPDATE
By Val Cawley
Board Liaison to the Well # 5 Special Committee
After delays due to scheduling and uncertainty on the Board we are happy to report that “Well #5” is going ahead with an
estimated completion date in the Fall of 2017
The Board accepted the recommendation of the Well #5 Task Force to hire Northwest Water Systems (NWS) to manage the
installation with approved funding from the Water Reserve Fund. “NWS is an industry leader, providing sampling, billing,
cross-connection control, engineering, planning and other vital services to residents across the state of Washington and into
Oregon.”
Based on earlier reports from test drilling experts we believe that the new well will be capable of pumping 500 gallons per
minute. The Board has tasked NWS to aim for 525 gpm. to create a redundant well that would meet community water
demands into the future. Wells 1 & 2 will be refurbished once the new well is in service.

ENTRY GATES
By Albert Darrow
Clearwood Maintenance Manager
The swing gate was put into full time operation when the sally-port arm no longer met the needs as a stand-alone barrier
against vandals driving in without a gate card. This seems to be working. The faster sally-arm and the stronger swing gate
make for a more secure entry gate.
Both the incoming and outgoing gates have been an ongoing problem for the crew. General wear and tear and vandalism
have taken a toll. The sally-arm connecting rod from the motor to the shaft assemble failed and had to be replaced. The
incoming swing gate needed new backup batteries and the magnetic locks had to be repaired. The frame had to be rewelded to the base to repair damage done to it. The outgoing gate needed repairs. The magnetic locks and a new safety
loop was installed into the asphalt.
In the event of gate failure please call the emergency number a.s.a.p (360)894-6044
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MARCH BOARD MEETING

PLEASE STASH THOSE POOP BAGS
By Patti Frost

Lackamas Gym
March 18, 2017 at 9:00am
This Meeting is your opportunity to learn first-hand the
ballot issues being proposed for the 2017 Annual
Meeting
Don’t miss it!!
The Board will be discussing and voting on all Boardsponsored ballot issues
Come and learn about:
•

Latest updates regarding our water system

•

Candidates for vacant seats on the Board of
Directors

Clearwood has been the beneficiary of many County
provided dog poop bag stations, spread around Clearwood
for use by all our dog owners. Recently, however, there have
been complaints that people are using the bags (thank you
very much) but leaving them laying on the trails and other
inappropriate places.
We appreciate that the bags are being utilized, but please
take the next step and either deposit them in the trash cans
provided or take them home with you and dispose of them
in your own cans.

COMMUNITY PROPERTY - TREE PROJECT
By : Herb Schaff - Community Property Committee
Community Property has started the project for removing some of the dead, dying and diseased trees in our community
property areas in Clearwood.
The Board of Directors delegated this project to the Community Property Committee in the fall of last year. Since then we
have constructed a strategy and orchestrated a plan that will facilitate this project to accommodate Clearwood members and
Clearwood as a whole.
We are now in the process of interviewing logging contractors coordinating objectives with our in-house arborist to ensure
the certifiability of the trees being removed. We are striving to attain a reliable and reputable contractor however we are
experiencing some hesitation whether the job is a viable job, financially for the logging contractor with no financial burden to
Clearwood.
The current tree project affiliates working on this project are expecting some proposals from at least two logging contractors
in mid December of 2016.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
By : Brian Cawley – Finance Chairman
The Finance Committee is tasked to review income, expenditure and reserves. Is the Association receiving what it is
due from Members, how much more is owed and how much does the Association have to pay out? How much to pay
to staff and pay to contractors. How much to pay for propane for the pool heater and pay for replacement and repair,
etc.
The Committee is a tool to assist the Board manage Clearwood and safeguard its amenities.
Reserves are assessment money set aside to fund Maintenance Department for repairs or replacement of Clearwood
amenities, structures and other assets.
The finance committee and treasurer are working hard to complete two key projects before year-end - revising the
2017 budget and a thorough review of the reserve component list, reserve fund study and future reserve projects.
The focus is a balanced budget that makes sense, while protecting community assets. Come to the next board
meeting for details!
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By Bob Coffey(rcoffey@clearwood.org)
President to the Board
Great news to share as we move forward into 2017
The long awaited new well project is under way. The new well will be located near the pool and will take a little over
a year to complete. Once finished, it along with our existing wells 1 and 2, will fully supply all of CW water needs for
the next 50 years and beyond. The funds for this project have already been set aside in our reserve account. A
committee of volunteers worked many hours to bring this project online and we owe them a huge thank You.
One of the prime goals of this Board is to add a level of stewardship within our Community. Talks are taking place to
add a dog park, neighborhood gardens and a clubhouse. Without a doubt, aside from our new well, the most pressing
goal is to improve communication including that wonderful thing called social media......an outstanding tool when used
honestly and without malice. In the preceding months''' I have seen some postings that pertain to Clearwood topics.
These are just personal communications and do not necessarily represent the official Board of Directors.
If you have a question or comment and would like an official response,
send it care of the President
to: info@clearwood.org You will receive an answer within a week and both question and answer will be posted on
the official Clearwood website: www.clearwood-yelm.com

A NEW APPROACH
TO REPLACING ASBESTOS/CONCRETE WATER PIPES
By : Val Cawley – Board Liaison to Special Committees
The current Board has moved away from the Roads/Water plan devised by former Board Directors who believed the
A/C pipes in Clearwood were in imminent danger of failure, and needed to be replaced at great cost and inconvenience
to the community.
Studies show that water quality and soil conditions factor into the life of A/C pipes, and in some areas they might serve
for 100 to 150 years. The bottom line is without an Engineering Evaluation we do not know the life expectancy of the
fifty-year-old pipes in Clearwood.
New technologies have replaced the invasive evaluation methods used in the past. We no longer need to dig out
random sections of pipe for inspection. New non-invasive systems will give us comprehensive, invaluable data.
The ePulse® technology by “Echologics" uses acoustic signals and advanced computer algorithms to assign a grade of
good, moderate or poor based on the actual condition of pipe segments. The data will indicate the remaining pipe life
and provide additional insights in to pipe replacement timing or repair.
For information on ePulse the system go online to: http://www.echologics.com

SHERIFF PATROL IN CLEARWOOD
By : John Moore
Many Clearwood members may not be aware that small cites like Rainier, Tennio, McKenna and HOAs like Nisqually
Pines contract with Thurston County Sheriffs Department to provide additional law enforcement needs. In 2012
Clearwood members overwhelming voted that $10.00 be used to fund Thurston County Sheriff patrols in Clearwood.
Be assured this $10.00 does not pay for Sheriff response to 911 or other emergency calls, county taxes fund
that.
What your $10.00 does pay for is an increased number of patrols that are distributed throughout the year, including
events that require more Sheriff’s presence than others, for example New Year’s Eve and the 4th of July. With 22 miles
of private roads, motor vehicle safety and speed enforcement are a priority. Additional patrols extend to community
areas of beaches, trails and boat docks, where it is common for TCSD to leave their patrol vehicle and walk the trails
particularly in the well-used summer months.
We have no choice in whether or not the Sheriff patrols our community. This is tied to the community’s liability
insurance. Without this insurance, there could be increased costs to the members.
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BALD HILL FIRE DEPARTMENT
By : Bill Owen
Check out the Bald Hills Fire Department Facebook page for the calls that we are running and fire department news in general.
Emergency medical transport is currently done by Olympic Ambulance. For a variety of reasons, this may become unreliable.
We need volunteers who can transport patients into St. Peter’s Hospital. We need both drivers and EMTs. We can use you if
you have an odd work schedule.
Please check your smoke detectors. Our Fire Fighter’s Association meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 in the
evening. We have food, and everyone is welcome to come.

WHEN SECONDS COUNT
By : Linda Azzarella
With winter months come winter storms. We all know what to do when an emergency hits, or do we?
Living in Clearwood it is always wise to have a three day supply of water, food, baby and pet supplies. An update to that
advice is information learned at the recent Fire Commissioner meeting in Yakima. It is now thought that a 14 day supply is
more appropriate. But there is one thing we that can all do when seconds count in an emergency and that is to help the
First Responders find us.
Clearwood can be dark, but with power out, that can be magnified. Help the Bald Hills First Responders find you by having
your house clearly identified. The best way is to install the green reflector sign. They’ve been popping up in Clearwood and
all along Bald Hills Road. Yes, all houses have numbers, but not a consistent type or in a consistent place. Think how long it
takes to locate them yourself, now think about when you or a family member needs help immediately. The green reflector
is $15.00. Stop by the Bald Hills Station for an order form today.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

: Bob Coffey

VICE PRESIDENT

: Val Cawley

TREASURER

: Syndi Martin

SECRETARY

: Harold (Tom) Jones

DIRECTOR

: James Landon

DIRECTOR

: Keith Helm

DIRECTOR

: Vacant

2016 ELECTION RESULTS
Total Ballots Received: 281
Total Ballots In Good Standing: 256
(Note: There are no "in-good standing" voting restrictions on Resolutions 2016-03-01 and 2016-03-02)

•

Board Resolution 2016-03-01 A Resolution to Comply with RCW 64.38.04 Regarding the Annual Audit (125
YES / 135 NO) Resolution Passed. Note: Requires 67% NO votes to fail.

•

Board Resolution 2016-03-02 A Resolution to Ratify the 2017 Budget (69 YES / 189 NO) Resolution
Passed. Note: Requires 678 NO votes to fail.

•

Board Resolution 2016-03-04 A Resolution to Change General Operation Assessment (61 YES / 200 NO)
Resolution Failed.

•

Board Resolution 2016-03-05 A Resolution to Approve Operating Resolution 2015-12-01 Regarding ACC
Permits for RV/ Boat Screening (79 YES / 155 NO) Resolution Failed.

•

Board Resolution 2016-03-06 A Resolution to Approve the 2015 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes (89
YES / 148 NO) Resolution Failed.

Candidates for Board Director:

•

Bob Coffey (160) Elected / Val Cawley (158) Elected
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